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. Ty HE in Diſcourſe was not ori- 


ginally intended for the Preſs. Nor would 


tit have been publiſhed now, but at the par- 
| ticular Defire of a moſt worthy Friend, 
| whoſe Requeſt the Author could not refue. 


bY may alſo be proper to mention, that as 


Brevity way aimed at in this Compoſition, 


_ the Reader muſt not expect a minuts Di 


cuſſion of the many intricate Arguments, 
which have been advanced with Ręſpect to 
Jome of thoſe e Foints whach are 


here — 
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MATTHEW XXVII. 19. 20 


65 Ye tht efobe; * uach all Nabions, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
- ther, and of the Son, and of the holy 
Ghoſt: Teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commande! 
: Wi is and, lo! I am with you alway, © 
eẽ ven unto the End of the World. Amen. 
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B. EIN G now, ed firſt time. happily met 

| together i in this houſe ſo lately erected for the wor- 
ſhip of our Almighty Maker in that way which we 
| think to be moſt agreeable to the ſacred directions 
of his Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our divine In- 
ſtructor and Redeemer; We cannot I preſume, find 
any paſſage of holy writ more worthy of our atten- 

tion on fuch an occaſion, than the words which I 
bave no juſt read, in which our bleſſed Savior, 

| aſter having ſo vel finiſh'd the great work which 


e is 


& 


. 


Wh Father had 888 him upon earth; 88 Wen 
about to quit this world and immediately to return 
unte God who bad ſent him, gives his laſt com- 
miſſion to thoſe whom he had choſen to the high 
and. important, deaf Propagating a len a- 


| This bie final Tui wivera t to them nn 
every. circumſtance 'of ſolemnity,; and after his 
: having ſo particularly aſſured them that all power 

was given him both in heaven and upon earth, 


ought moſt certainly to be very deeply ĩmprinted 
upon the mind of every Chriſtian Miniſter, and 
to be uniformly. and conſtantly adhered to by every 
religious ſociety, which profeſſes to be built up 
poſi the {a Foundation. 


"The 8 — 6 our 2 5 in the te text do. a in- 
deed explicitly. inform us in what particylar places, 
or by. what particular perſons his,doftrines , are to 
be. publiſh! d, and his ordinances to be adminiſter d 


in the preſent ſtate of bis Church; but a little ſe- 


5 rious conſideration may enable us to form a right 


judgment x with reſpet to, each of theſe, points. N 


Under the Moſaic diſßedlation che priticipal ſo- 


lemnities of divine worſhip. had for a long time 


before 


3 


41 


442, 


Naku the appearance of 1 Chriſt been con- 
fined to the Temple at Jeruſalem, | But our blel⸗ 


ſed Lord i in his diſcourſe with the Woman of Sa- 


maxia bad told her that the time 1 was come, — 
neither that mountain which her Countrymen Vain- 
ly fancied, to be endow'd. with a peculiar anAity,- 
nor yet the temple. at Jeruſalem. was to be con- 
ſider dh as more proper for the worlhip of God 


than any other places vhadoever, 8 ly 4 p 


1 
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This liberty of worſhiping God and of publiſhing 
che great truths of Religion in whatever places 
they found moſt convenient, Was ſoon adopted by 
the Apoſtles, and other. Diſciples. For ſome time 
they ſhew'd their, attachment to the Temple at 
_ Jeruſalem, by. aſſembling there as often as they 
conveniently c could; and, when they went into other 
countries, their firſt reſort was to the Jewiſh Sy- 
nagogues, as being the only places which were con- 
ſecrated to the one true and living God. But 
afterwards i in their travels to remoter regions, where 
there either were no Jewiſh Synagogues, or where 
the Jewsrefuſed them the liberty of preaching there, 
they chen, as the. nature of the caſe required, took 
every ſuitable opportunity of publiſhing the in- 
finitely important truths of the Chriſtian religion 

pep ; 32 ns... in” 


4 


in 8 plice of 2 TSR kind ke di ſtine- 
tion, where they could draw together Aa proper 
number of hearers, Whether it in private houſes, or 
in Schools, i in che Market places, or in the Fields. 
« I. will therefore, faith the holy Apoltiag® aul, 
- that Men pray every where.” And in the firft ages 
of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, where-ever the Faith. 
ful met together for the great purpoſes of religion, 
chat place immediately became a RI of God, 
en Obriſt. e 


It was however to be esl cher as Won as 
the pious zeal and uninterrupted labors of thoſe, 
| who were engaged in the propagation of the Gof- 
pel, ſhould have fuch ſucceſs as to convert the ma- 
Jor Part of the inhabitants of any country to the. 
knowledge and praftice « of che true religion, pro- 
per edifices ſhould as ſoon as poſſible be there 
provided, and ſet apart for che public worſhip- of 
God, and the adminiſtration of each of the Chriſti- 
an ordinances. And Hiſtory informs us that in 


much leſs time perhaps than could in human pro- 
bability have been expeRted, the Heathen Tem- 


ples, thoſe abominable ſeminaries of the moſt en- 


* FS | 5 3 * 


5 ormous impieties and the moſt atrocious impuri- 


nes, were demoliſhed in moſt parts of the then 
known. 


4s) | 


knights * and in hei Read Churches FO 
Amoſt every where rear'd, where the name of the 
true God alone was invoked and adored; and 
Where the glad Tidings of Salvationthro' a cru- 


cited Savior were almoſt inceſſantly publiſſrd to 


innumeräble multitudes of ſuch as either had re- 
eeived, of were diſpoſed ms receive the Word and 
: * 9 


But, CET bow ſoon 5 ſad ws 2 


rable change take place, a change ſor ever to be 


lamented by all Who have the intereſts of true re- 


ligten at heart. In a very ort time, they whoſe | 


_ peculiar biifinefs it was 10 endeavour to awaken 
their fellow cr tures to a ſenſe of the ſacred truths 


of pure and undefiled religion, begun to introduce 
into the Chriſtian Church ſentiments and rites and 


| ceremonies almoſt as abſurd and: impious as thoſe 


for which the Heathens had Io juſtly been cenſured. 


They, who fliled themſelves che Diſciples of the 


meek and humble and holy Jeſus, ſoon began ts 


aſpire after worldly grandeur; and by the moſt 
cunningly deviſed ſables endeavor'd to render every 


part of their religious miniſtrations ſubſervient to 


their own ſecular intereſts. And they, who pre- 
tended to have e a n. commiſſion 
og EY wes 3 from 
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( 1 10 ) 


| from the; prince of Pgace, every where, excited 


he molt, dreadful, perſecutions. againſt thoſe wo 


| would! not innen {ubwit to whatever they ara 


of God, ihe Church of Chriſt, of Een they pay 
to have taken the overſight not for filthy. lucre's 


fake; nor to; have added as if they had been Lords 
over God's heritage, but rather to have ſhewn 


_ themſelves enſamples to them of peace, of Kal 


and of utitverſal benevolence. wod Talks tir 
1 is C2819 2262 gar: iy by 
At. Leah, Popery appeared, and in, the. 3 

of a few ages was eſtabliſn d in all its, extravagant 

ſooleries, as well as all it's dreadful horrors. ; Fo! 


a long ſeries of years the Church in general was 


- overwhelmed with the, thickeſt darkneſs of igno- 


rancę and ſuperſtition. Amongſt the many and 
various methods which were then taken to attract 
- the attention of thoſe who could only be captiva- 


ted hy ſplendid appearances and pageantry : of ſome 


kind or other, SUMPTUONS AND /BIGHLY. DECO- 


RATED StruQtures were erefted. for. divine worlhip, 


That plainneſs and ſimplicity, which is undoubted- sf 


y moſt ſuitable to the nature of Chriſtianity, w 


entirely laid aſide. Every art was employed to 


| render tbe e ere ben aſſembled as magni- 
Aut e 1 . 


7 
\ 
f 
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| eekithal poſſible; ind AP and Oſtentation ſeem 
to have been the only objects to which they paid 
| any regard i in almoſt all their public religious ſer- 


vices; and ſecular' power' became the grand pers 
* I the Priethocg. als, 5 
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But ben ne Popiſh Yols's was „bes chip 


1] ira Providence moſt! graciouſly raiſed up 


fome illuſtrious perſonages, men of determin'd and 


Invincible" reſolution and integrity, and eminent 
for wiſdom ; piety, and goodneſs of every kind, by 


vhoſe means a great and bleſſed» reformation was 
accompliſhed, and much purer modes of worſhip 


were eſtabliſhed in this Country, and many other 
parts of Europe, upon the Proteſtant Principle of 
acknowledging the right of private Judgment, and 


that the Scriptures are che heed rule of our faith 


ane Lay wor Fain 
= n 


ide as no ations eRabliſhment can july be 
eſteemed ſo perſect, as not to admit of ſome fax- | 
ther improvements; it muſt moſt certainly be the 


duty of thoſe licks conſcience forbids their | join- 
ing in any part of the eftabliſh'd religion of their 


Country, to provide for themſelves ſeparate places, 


where they may ſtatedly engage in the performance 


of 


5 | . 


of every public * RE" in ſuck manner 1 
| they apprehend. woſt agreeable 10 the dofrines = 
_ and precepts of Jeſys Chriſt, who is the;only. wi | 
ful Lud gad Hood of the Origin Church, . 


And let us, my Chriſtian Friends, bevery * | 
ful that-thro' the great goodneſs of Providence, we 
enjoy a perſaR liberty of making ſuch a proviſi- 
on for carrying on the Worſhip of God 1 
10 the beſt giQates of our oyn conſcienges. Let 
us be very 4þankful that we have been enabled te 
- ereQtthis building for ſo important a purpoſe. And 
let us always remember that the place in which we 
are now aflembled is in every reſpeſt, at leaſt e- 
qually fit and proper for all the exerciſes of reli- 
gion, as if it had been conſtrued with every poſ- 
fible degree of magnificence, and decorated with | 
de utmoſt imaginable profuſion of ornaments, or 
as if it had been ſet apart by the higheſt human 
- Ts or conſecrated wes ever mw muck = 


But to lg to the ahi e which 1 
- mentioned as a proper ſubje& of enquiry. It was 
only to the Apoſtles that our Lord gave his final 

| . e in the words a. text. 


ifs. 
By hem hen ze the great work nd his 
doctrines, and adminiſtring bis ordinances, to be 


Sed on in che Frelede kae ef tits Church? 9 10 


ut 90. 1 think, be extremely diffeule, 1 his _ 
Mes impoffible, to prove that there is now in the 
whole Chriſtian world any one Perſon, who has a 
right to conſider himſelf as being particularly in- 
veſted with the commiſſion given in tlie text to the 
Apoſtles. Vet every faithful miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel bas a right to act upon this commiſſion; to act 

upon it, as if it had been 3 

Wn addreſs'd. 1s ane 9h ad 


'F £1] . 1 


W 


| eve man ie certainly. 1 a 4 obliga- . 
don to promote the beſt intereſts of his fellows 
ereatures, as far as he has abilities and opportunis 
dies ſo to de, Whenever, God ſends any erſon 
into the world with abilities which qualify 
for extenſive uſefulneſs, he may very properly be | 
ſaid to give him a commillion for exerting thoſe 
powers and talents in ſuch manner as may be moſt 
beneficial to all around kim. And in what way 
can w be more uſetul to mankind, than by en- 
deavoring to perſuade: them to the practice of the 
great duties of religion? It muſt likewiſe have 


- 


| been the dN * our bleſſed, wed, 1 his 


doQrines ſhould perpetually continue to be pub- 
liſh'd. and his ordinances to be adminiſtred thro; 
all ſucceding ages. Every one therefore who finds 
Himſelf poſſeſſed of an ability and of ar inclina- 
tion to engage in the work of the Chriſtian Mini- 
. Airy; eſpecially if he is invited to it by any con- 
Aderable number of his fellow:chiiſtians,, may 
julſth/ conſider himſelf as having a ſufficient call 


and a ſufficient commiſſion to enter upon the duties 


bk the: Miniſtry; as [bon as a proper opportunity 
offer Only let every ſuch perſon ſee to it, that 


he does not enter upon this important and moſt 


di itheult | office, till he has juſt cauſe to truſt that 
he is in fome good” degree qualified för it. But 
I th reſpeRt to. all thoſe who: are really qualified 
for- fuck an office and work, Gur Sabior in his 
coßclüding declaration in the words of the text 
gives wem the moſt "ample encgutatzemen when 
Ke fays,” Lo! I am with You, even unto the end 

5 wp the World." nile 6 ming 5 ig 21 bis! 
nom $f ne 1am oy) 1 etnsls3 but 27204 
eAt' is true that ee eee 

only ſunto his firſt diſciples. But it muſt like- 
_ " wiſebe in ſome degree applicable to all their faith - 
fuk ſueceſſors in dhe „ For our 
ay90 Lord 


| likewiſe all his other Dag of tha Ee f 
be removed out of this life long before the end 

of the World. And therefore when he ſays he 

would be vith them even unto the end of the 
World, he muſt mean that he would continue to 
aid and aſſiſt not them only, but likewiſe as many 
as ſhould come after them in the great work of 
publiſhing the truths of the Goſpel. In that moſt 
excellent prayer, which he offers up for bis firſt 
Diſeiples in the 17th Chapter of St. John's Goſpel, 
he ſays, that be did not pray for them alone, but 
likewiſe for as many as ſhould believe on him 
thro! their word. And as the petitions; which he 
there offers up, were intended not only for thoſe 


ho had already declared themſelves his Diſei- 


ples, but alſo for all others, who ſhould in time "= 
come be converted to his holy religion, we may 
with equal propriety prefume that the promiſe, 
| which he here makes of being with, or aſſiſting 
the Apoſtles in their endeavors to propagate his 
| Goſpel, muſt have been equally intended to ani- 
mate and encourage all thoſe who ſhould engage 
in the ſame great work thro' every. ſueceding age 
till the end of the world. | 


— 
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Let ws now. uke 2. brief view of each of e 
particulars. included in this final.commiſſon; given 
by: our Lord to his diſciples immediately” by 
* aſcenſion unto God his Ember. dra" 541i; 


In the verſe immediately preceding he. had in- 
form d them that all power was given. him both 
in heaven and upon earth, and therefore, faith he, 
Go Ye and teach all nations.” — Moſes, and the 
Prophets had been ſent only, unto the, Jewiſh 
nation, But now that Chriſt the Savior, of the 
World was come, the way of ſalvation was to be 
made. known to mankind of every nation, people, 
and tribe vithout diſtinction. And accordingly 
we find that almoſt every nation, of. which, the 
| Apoſlles could have any. knowledge, was aQually 
viſited by ſome or other of them; and, which is 
ſtill more important, great phi ve s were brought 
to a juſt ſenſe of the ſaving truths of the Goſpel | in 
almoſt every place to which they went. And 
ere. the truths of religion publiſhed with equal 
zeal and aſſiduity at preſent, who can doubt that 
the ſame happy conſequences would take place 
in the aged: Hort of the labs - 
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1 is not indeed now che duty of any particular 
perſons to go to preach the Goſpel to thoſe na- 


tions which are ſtill deſtitute of the light of dis 
vine cruths, becauſe there is no perſon at preſent 
"ae has any particular commiſſion for this pur- 
poſe, It would certainly be a moſt noble under- 
raking, ſhould any one from a right principle make 
an attempt to ſpread: the doftrines of our bleſſed 
Lord in thoſe parts of the world, where his name 

is at preſent wholly unknown, or not at all regard- 
ed. But, if it is not a duty abſolutely incumbent 
upon any of us to go into diſtant countries for the 
converſion of Infidels, we have however ample 
ſcope for our religious labors at home. For even in 
this enlighten'd country, how many are there who 
are totally ignorant of the things which will make 
| for their eternal welfare, or at leaſt have ſuch 
faint and imperfe& Ideas of the importance and 
| neceſſity of genuine religion, that they have need 
d co be very earneſtly call'd upon to conſider the 
danger of Aheir preſent condition, and to enter 

immediately upon that religious courſe of life, 


by which they may fave W ap from TOE | 
to denne 4 | 
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But the Apoſties were not 'only to Sack or inftrut 


0 all nations in the ſaving truths of the Goſpel. For 


the great Lawgiver of the Chriſtians adds, that 


they were to baptize them. They were firſt to teach · 
them, and as ſoon as any amongſt them were ſuffi- 


ciently inſtructed in the truth, and manifeſted a 


proper ſenſe of their duty, and a ſincere inclinati- 5 
on to conform to it, the Apoſtles were to baptize + 


them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the holy Ghoſt. The Apoſtles were indeed 


p undoubtedly to' adminiſter each of the Chriſtian ; 


ordmances. But Baptiſm is here particularly men- 
tioned, becauſe that is the initiating ordinance, by 
which all who deſire to become the diſciples: and 


ſervants oF Con: are to be W into his 


| 4 0 ages of Chriſtianity, there was no 


way of entering into the Church, but by having 
the whole body immerſed or dipped under water 
| And this was not to take place till the Candidatc 


for it, had deſired it as a token of his profeſſior 
to die, to lin, and to hve to righteouſneſs, and tha 
he believed in uE FATRHER, the Father Almigh- 


ty, the Maker of the whole Univerſe, and in Tat 


"MM our Lord "_ Chriſt, by whom God hat 


« | redeemed 


hy LR 


(has) 


n us, and in THE HOLY Sei by whom 
we are to be aided and ah pos in mis rend ＋ 


our e warfare, 


p "And let me here abſerve, that it is a 1235 
proof of the great importance of che Chriſtian In- 


ſtitution of holy Baptiſm, that our Lord thought 


proper to take notice of it in this very ſhort and 


© conciſe ſummary, of his inſtruRions, juſt before he 
was going to quit this world and return unto God 
| his Father. Let us therefore ſtriAly adhere to his 


direktions in this reſpett; and let none of us be 


found guilty of neglecting an oidinance which he 


has ſo ſtrongly enforced by his own: example in 
ſubmitting to it, as mages as by * ee it 97 
on all his diſciples. +, Ro 


» vi 


It is not my intention to enter into 1 80 


of a Aiſputable nature relative to this Bae 
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© Then chmverh: Jeſus from Galilee to We unto. a 
| Joh to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, ſay- 
ing, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt thou 


to me? And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto him, ſuffer it to 
be ſo now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righte- 


ouſneſs. And he ſuffered him. Then Jeſus when he 


Was ne went up Rraightway out of the water. 
"MATT. 111. 13, 14, 15, 16. | 


Ta LES 
& a well Wan faQ, that not only din the "ay 
of the Apoſtles, but likewiſe ſor a long time after- 
wards, Baptiſm was adminiſtred only by plunging 
the whole body under water, as an emblem of our 


dying and being buried with Chriſt, and our ing 
th newneſs of life.“ F EL 


* 


* * 
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* Knew on not, thay: enn us as el "A | 
- Had into, Jefs:Chrift, were baptized into his Dean) 
Therefore we ate buried with him by baptiſm into Deatis: 
that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the Dead by. n Pay 
or VUNTO). the glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo „ 
(uo HAVE DIED UNTO 81 ) ſhould walk in hens . 
of Life. For if we have been planted together in the 
likeneſs of his death: we ſhall be alſo in $ho:likonaſe of 
His reſurrection. Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. 
Many very eminent and Jearned Divines of the 
Church of England have in their writings proved that 
Baptiſm was originally adminiſtred only by Immerling, © 
Dipping, or Burying the whole body under water,” 
' viz, Dr. Jerem. Taylor, in his Ductor Dubitant? 
Dr. Barrow, on the Doctrine of the eee 
Arehbp. Tillotſon, in his Serm. on 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
Dr. Burnet, in his Expoſition of the 39 Articles, 
and many others. Vid. n. e. to Ruſſens 
* . EK n 
Tue Office for Baptifer i in the Church of England 
orders the Minifter to Dip the Child, if the Godfathers 
and -God-mothers certify it may well endure it; but if 
they * the n N weak, it all ſuffice to Pour 
Water 


l 


4 . ; 
3 My i . 
; 4. 


And when particular Churches were complete< 
ly form d in different places, they who"offer'd them- 
ſelves for Baptiſm. were diſtinguiſh'd by the name 
of Catechumens; that is, perſons who were for 
t : for EI £53 ti lg nr and 


. ; on WA: - 


pour water on them. Here is not a word about ſprinkling 
the water on the ſubject; and yet this is the univerſal 


practice. Bat. where to find any divine authority for 


either pouring, or ſprinkling, I know ndt; and what 
excuſe to make for ſubſtituting; a mode, which has no 
"alluſion to any one of the original intentions and uſes 
of Baptiſm, I ſhall leave to the advocates for ſuch a 
change, and ſhall only add the following remarkable 


extract from the juſtly celebrated Dr. Whitby in his An- 


notations on this paſſage. Tt being ſo expreſsly de- 
5 clared here, arid Colofs. ii. 12, that we are buried with 


« Chriſt in Baptiſm by being buried under water; and 


s the Argument to oblige us to a Conformity to his 
Death, by dying to ſin, being taken hence; and this 
. jmmerſion being religiouſly obſerved by all Chriſtians 
s for Thirteen Centuries, and approved by our Church, 
ic and the change of it into ſprinkling, even without any 
c allowance from the Author of this inſtitution, or any 
licence from any Council of the Church, being that 


* which the Romani/? ſtill urgeth to jultifis his refuſal 


_ of the cup to the Laity, it were to be wiſh'd. that 
ee this Cuſtom (viz, immerſion) might be again of general 
. uſe, and aſperſion only permitted, as of old, in the 
F * caſe of the Clinici, or in preſent danger of death. 


* 


water Upon it * And, wich 8 to >thoſe of SLAM r years, ; 
the Miniſter is directed to lb them into the water, or 
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era at be under a cure df i in- 


AruRtion with reſpect to the general 'triiths of | 
the Goſpel, as prepar tory to their being admitted 


= the ſacred Laver of Regeneration. And none 


were actually admitted to Baptiſm, but thoſe who 
were arrived at an age which enabled them to un- 
derſtand what it meant, and who defiretl | it for 


_ themſelves, and declared it to be the fix'd and 
unalterable purpoſe of their hearts, chat, as they 
were ſenſible of their ſinfulneſs, and repented of 
their paſt erimes, they would for the future de- 


part from all iniquity, and yield themſelves the 
faithfull ſervants of God and of Jefus Chriſt, and 
-endeavor to become as pure and holy as poſſible 
in this our — ſtate of frailty and e 


6 % 
; * 


Al 1 is as by thoſe a are 
beſt. acquainted with the diſcipline and 'praRtice of 


de. primitive 'Chriftians, and even by many, who, 
Y nevertheleſs, do not ſcruple. to comply with mo- 
dern innovations in religion by admitting infants 


as members of the Chriſtian | Church, tho they 


are wholly! ignorant of any thing that can be 


done for them, and by pretending to baptize 


1 1 Wen indend of laying the whole 


| 


"oo 23 ) 


| perſon under water. But as. /mapy; of us my 
Friends, have by God's good Providence been 
more particularly brought to a proper. ſenſe of the 
true nature of this holy ordinance, let us be thank- 
full on this account, and let us be duly zealous 
| that amongſt us and as far as our! influence may 
extend, this very important inſtitution of the bleſs 
. . fed Jeſus may ever be profeſſed and unn in 
5 it's original n and ſimplicity. 


* 


Let me alſo entreat you moſt Tels to cons 

 fider that neither our profeſſing to believe the 
YL truths of the Goſpel, nor our being initiated i into 
the Church by baptiſm in any manner whatever, 

can be of any advantage to us, unleſs it leads us 

to the conſcientious and habitual prattice of every 


1 other known duty n the remainder of e our 4 


lives. . 
88 


Our bleſſed Lord a at this big final folemn 1 
ing from his Apoſtles tells them, that they muſt, 
_ farther inculcatę upon all who profeſs themſelves 


his diſciples, and who have been received into his 


Church by Baptiſm, that it is their duty to en- 
deavor to acquaint themſelves more and more 
3 with the ul import and extent of all his Precepts 


D 2 55 of 


+ +) 


of whatever * 1 to make them the le of : 
their conduct, without the leaſt deviation from their 
true ſenſe and meaning, even to the end of life ; 
Teaching them,” faith he to- obſerve all things 


| _ ** whatſoever I have commanded you.” BK 


vain and worthleſs a ceremony muſt Baptiſm prove 
to us, if it does not render us ſteadfaſt in the prac- 
"tice of our whole duty, and incline us to every 
thing which is really excellent and ſuitable to our 
Chriſtian charaQer, and enable us to maintain the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience both toward God 
and towards men! May each of us therefore, who 
have in baptiſm given up our names unto Chriſt - 
Jeſus, at all times and upon all occaſions remem- 
ber, that it is indiſpenſably incumbent upon us to 


. endeavor to live as becometh Saints, and to ful- 
All all rightcouſnels. R 


It now only remains, that we ſhould take ſome 
brief notice of the motive, which our Lord and 
Savior makes uſe of to animate and engage his 
Apoſtles to be faithful in the 6iſcharge of the 
duties belonging to that bigh office, to which he 
had call d them. And, lo! faith he, I am wün 
« you, even unto the end of the World.” And = 

| n it not have been a moſt powerful confola- 
tion 
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tion to the holy Apoſtles, to be able at al times 


to call to mind, that tho their bleſſed Lord and 
Maſter was ſo far removed from the utmoſt extent 


of their bodily ſight, yet he would be ever pre- 
ſent with them in the power of his Spirit? He _ 
could not by this his moſt gracious promiſe be un- 
- derſtood to mean that he would deliver them from 
every difficulty and tryal, or that he would ſo con- 

' troul the wills of all mankin@ as to render his 
Miniſters ſucceſsfull in all their attempts to pro- 
pagate the truth. On the contrary, the Apoſtles 
had a moſt arduous conflict to engage in. They 
had much cruel treatment to expect from mankind. 
Many of thoſe, whom they were to addreſs, would 
moſt perverſely reſiſt the truth. The firſt publi- 
ſhers of the Goſpel were to wreſtle, as St. Paul 


expreſſes it, againſt principalities, againſt powers, 
c againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 
« againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places.” 


And beſides other grievous ſufferings, moſt of the 
Apoſtles were to facrifice their lives in ſupportof 


their Maſter's cauſe, and to ſeal their allegiance to 
him with their own blood. But all this they were 


enabled moſt gloriouſly to ſuſtain : For they could 
with certainty depend upon the promiſe that Chriſt 


would be continually with them, that is, that he 
would 


<t 26 . 


mk at. al times. grant 8 n 


were really proper and neceſſary to enable them 


moſt zealouſly, to propagate, his doftrines ; that. 


with reſpect to their own moſt important in- 


tereſts all ſhould alfuredly end well, and that he 


would ſo far direct, and coneur with, them in thoſe 
evangelical labors, which were to be the great. 


buſineſs of their lives, that they ſhould become. 


the. ever-honorable, inſtruments of the gradual in- 
_ troduQtion of the true Religion throughout the 


World. And whoever attends to the accounts 
tranſmitted to us in hiſtory, muſt acknowledge that 


the uniform conduct of the. Apoſtles in the dif- 


charge of the grand commiſſion which our Savior 


gave them, ſhew'd chem to be inſpired with the 
moſt admirable and heroical intrepidity, fortitude, 
and reſolution, and that if we conſider the violent 


and moſt powerful oppoſition which was every- 
where raiſed againſt them, the efficacy of their 


. preaching and their examples, as well as of the 


miracles which they were enabled to work, was 


amazingly great and extenſive. | 


And ought not we alſo every one in our ſeveral 
different ſpheres, and according to our ſeveral op- 
portunities and abilities, to ſhew ſome degree of 


| the lame zeal by which the Apoſtles were ſo un- 
: nterruptedly 
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| interruptedly adduated, to promote 90 Abe 


of divine truths and the welfare of immortal 
8 . 8 


We, . are not calrd to duch difficultics, 

tryals, and ſufferings, as the Apoſtles underwent 
in ſupport of their Maſter's cauſe. Nor have we 
any of thoſe miraculous powers which were im- 
parted unto them; nor yet the promiſe. of aſſiſt- 
ances equally great as thoſe which the Apoſtles 
were encouraged to expect. But is not Chriſt 
our Lord and Maſter and moſt gracious, Friend 
as much as he was theirs? And is not the word 
ok eternal life, which we have receiv'd from him, 
now Of as much importance to mankind as it was 
at his firſt appearance? Ought we not therefore 
| conveniences, if we may thereby be able to bring 
any of our Fellou- Creatures to the ſaving know - 

lege of thoſe great truths, to bear witneſs to which 
the Son of God came down from heaven, and af- 
terwards ratified them with his Blood upon the 
| Croſs? Is it not in the power of every one of us to 
do ſomething to promote the knowlege of theſe 
truths, eſpecially amongſt thoſe with whom we are 
Wn ud connetted ? And may not every ſin- 


4 


cere 


28 To 


cere Chrittian lo * apply to himſelf FE TOY 
given us in the text, as to truſt that if there he any 


caſe, in which he may be inſtrumental: to promote 
the ſpiritual and beſt intereſts of any of mankind, 


he: ſhall, in ſuch an attempt have every aid and | 
aſſiſtance, which divine Wien E n to * 
bt ka en. ee | 


Let us 8 my Chrifiian : . . 
that Chriſt will make good his promiſe. unto us, 
and that no neceſſary aſſiſtance will be wanting 


to us, if we are diſpoſed to exert ourſelves in the 
| great "cauſe of truth and goodneſs. But if we do 


not uſe our beſt "endeavors for this purpoſe, we 
can have no i to expeRt wT benefit from this 


8 promile. 


Our ade is deed at alias why mall But 
the whole Flock of Chriſt was at firſt only a very 
mall one. And when his Church extended itſelf 


. © Jover kingdoms and empires, it ſoon Tank into ; 
enormous corruptions. Vet Chriſt never deſerted 


thoſe Who were faithful to him. And ve may 


ttuſt that he never will deſert thoſe who are de- 


med to adhere to his n. e 
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Notwithſtanding 


> King all the cortuptiotis IYER 
prevailed in the great, Bod of the Chriſtian 


| Thich vnrlghteous men, boch Tnhdets and pre- 
endet [Chriſtians, eſpeci ally thoſe of the Papal Fe | 
rarchy, "have ſo often. excited in order to extirpate 
the knowlege of the plain and fimple truths of the 
Goſpel, it is not abfolutely certain that there has 
been any, time when the pure and undefiled reli- 
gion of Jefus was not. preſerved by ſome, tho com- 

_ paratively ſmall and deſpiſed and perſeeuted Bo- 
dies of faithful, Profeſſors. It is even probable 
mat in every age fince the Goſpel was firſt, pub · 

| Hſhed, there have always. been ſome who rightly | 

_ underſtood the true nature of that holy OO | 
by which we are diltinguiſh'd from other, Chrifli- | 
ans, and amongſt whom i it was alſo adminiſſerd in 

LL a 8 perfely agreeable to the original inſti- 
"2 And as we have reaſon to think, that there 
3 a greater number of Chriſtians who 
have a juſt ſenſe of the true nature of Baptiſm, ' _ 
than there have been for many ages paſt, may 
we not hope that the ſeriptures will be more and 
more attended to, and a due conformity to our 
bleſſed Lord's dire ttions take place more and more F 
| _ _ "WE other deen 5 
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conch 21 . a duty as. chim., 
ane both to. ſecure; our oyn ſalvation, and alſo o 


| be inſtrumental to that of others i and then let us. 
1 not doubt t that Chriſt will be with us, and that « our. 


10 


Rated, 0 alſemblies. and . OM: will. 
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eve of much real good. 
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r us Cock for all hb es þ CE 


_ and'ordinances of Chrift, earneftly, but at the ſame | 

time with'a ſpirit of moderation,'sf candor, and of _ 

| fincere affection towards thoſe who may differ from 
s in any of the various particulars; which have been 

fo long cotitroverted among Ohriſtians, even by per- 


integrity. 2 


NF, Doo 


N che nol yndoubted! 1 ag; and 
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Let us mot devouly pray, that pure . 


led religion, genuine godlinefs, and the pradice of 
the great and weightier matters of the Law, as well 
'as the obſervation of every poſitive inſtitution that 
bas the ſanſtion of divine authority, 1 85 more gre 
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more — take Po” 
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ay Ther: pray, that the beſt bleflings may nas. ; 


-antly be diſpenſed on all thoſe, by whoſe generous ; 
aſſiſtance we have * enables en * "_ 
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+ Let is . that in this YE: the 3 
4 the divine word and ordinances may ever be at- 
_ tended with the beſt and happieſt effects, and that 
our numbers may be increaſed by the addition of 
man who ſhall adorn the doArine of God and their 
Savior. And may the work of the Lord be power. 
fully revived in the midſt of the years, both amongſt 
us, and amongſt others. May proper inſtruments 
ſpeedily be raiſed up, and ſent forth with divine 
pover and efficacy to teach all nations. May Jeus 
and Gentiles, even thoſe who are in the remoteſt 
Parts of the earth, ſoon be united in one Fold un- 
der Chriſt, the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls. 

And, may the Kingdom of God and his Righteoul- 
; neſs very ſoon become univerſal amongſt every na- 
tion and people of the human race. Amen! Sa 
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